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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 9-12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) e because of 
claimed foreign priority date as being anticipated by US Pub. 2002/0142839 to 
Wolinsky. 

Regarding independent claims 1 and 9, the instant application as best 
understood is an invention that describes a system using gaming machines to display 
players' game status information from a game server. 

1, 9. Wolinsky discloses a signalling system, comprising: 
a gaming server operable under program control to regulate progress of a 
multiplayer game playable by a plurality of participating players, in accordance with 
game play decisions made, in turn, by each of the participating players (Parg. 13, 



1. 

form 
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discloses playing computer games over a server via the Internet which is a game 
server); 

a user terminal associated with each player, each user terminal being operable 
by the player to access the gaming server along a communication channel and to make 
game play decisions (Fig. 4, and parg. 24, discloses a plurality of terminals for 
spontaneous game playing); and 

a display facility associated with each user terminal, the display facility being 
responsive to communication from the gaming server to display to the player an 
indicium representative of a status of that player's participation in the game, the status 
being a pending state where the player is next in turn to make a game play decision, 
and a completed state where the player is not next in turn to make a game play decision 
(pargs. 17-18, discloses LCDs , where each of the game terminals have a display 
screen, and LEDS that indicates when it is a particular player's turn in the game or 
his/her opponent's turn, which is an indication that a player has completed his turn). 

2, 10. Wolinsky discloses a signalling system as claimed in claim 1 in 
which for the display facility is responsive to communication from the gaming 
server to display a plurality of indicia, each indicium being representative of a 
status of the participation in the game of a corresponding one of the plurality of 
the participating players (pargs. 18 and 21, discloses LCD displays and LEDS, 
where the game pieces are graphic icons on the screen). 
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3, 1 1 . Wolinsky discloses a signalling system as claimed in claim 2, in 
which the display facility is a display monitor associated with the user terminal, 
and any indicium is a graphic icon displayable on the display monitor (parg. 21, 
discloses LCD displays and game pieces which are graphic icons on the screen, 
and the LEDs are a plurality of indicia on the display monitor of a terminal). 

4, 12. Wolinsky discloses a signalling system as claimed in claim 3 in 
which the graphic icon represents the status of the player's participation in the 
game by a colour of the graphic icon (parg. 17, discloses multi-colored indicators 
at each terminal). 

6, 14. (currently amended) Wolinsky discloses a signalling system as 
claimed in claim 5 in which each indicium has a corresponding identification 
means for identifying a participating player whose participation status in the 
game is indicated by that indicium (1 st see parg. 38, which discloses telephone 
numbers as identification means, 2 nd , see parg. 21, which discloses game pieces 
which are recognized as game status indicators in the art). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claims 5, 7, 1 3 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Pub. 2002/0142839 to Wolinsky. 

5, 13. Wolinsky discloses a signalling system as claimed in claim 4 except 
in which the pending state is represented by a red colour of the graphic icon, and 
the completed state is represented by a green colour of the graphic icon. 
However, Wolinsky does disclose in parg. 17, multicolored indicators, the colors 
red and green are inclusive within the meaning of multicolor. Thus, using specific 
colors such as red, or green does not provide a particular advantage to using any 
other colors such as blue or green, and using one color over another is a 
person's personal preference. Where using multicolored indicators of Wolinsky 
enables players to easily differentiate between each game player's move. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
use any desired colors as indicators to players to notify them when it their turn 
during game play. 
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7, 15. (original) Wolinsky discloses a signalling system as claimed in claim 
6 except in which the identification means is a corresponding nameplate. 
Wolinsky discloses a screen showing number indicia (see parg. 38), where it is 
known in the art that letters or alphabetical characters are used as indicia in 
multiplayer games to identify different players and often times give players the 
opportunity to choose a name or nickname that describes their playing style or 
makes them stand out from other players, which is often used in online gaming 
systems such as Yahoo and MSN online gaming networks. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use names to identify 
players in order to allow game players to request and recognize each other via 
distinct names. 

Note: it is recognized in the art that a game screen or display can be 
interpreted as a nameplate since screens and displays commonly provide text 
and indicia that corresponds to the names of game characters and players. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pub. 
2002/0142839 to Wolinsky in view of US Pat. 4,926,327 to Sidley. 

8. (currently amended) Wolinsky discloses a signalling system as claimed 
in claim 1 except in which the multiplayer game is a game of online poker. Sidley 
explicitly discloses poker as a multiplayer game (see abstract). Wolinsky 
explicitly discloses playing games over the Internet (see parg. 13), and provides 
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clear motivation that games could be expanded to incorporate games played by 

more than two players (see parg. 19). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate poker to the gaming system of Wolinsky in order to give players 
the easy and convenient access to their favorite card games while traveling from place 
to place. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAMON PIERCE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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